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Introduction 

 Section 22 of the School Act requires that the Superintendent of Schools 

prepare and submit a report on student achievement in the District for the 
previous year.  The report is to be reviewed by the Board, approved with 
any necessary revisions and submitted to the Ministry of Education by 
January 31.  

  
The report focuses on improving areas and areas of challenge, provides 

commentary on the results, references the goals and targets set out in the 

achievement contract for literacy, completion, and Aboriginal Education.  

It describes the work and results following Recommendation #5 regarding 

children in care, and describes progress toward the new direction for 

early learning assessment. Districts may report additional areas of 

student achievement. 



The success of every single student is our main focus in 
School District 6. In fact, our achievement vision is that άŜǾŜǊȅ 
student in the Rocky Mountain School District will graduate 
with dignity, purpose and ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎέ. We take this commitment 
seriously, and knowing how important it is for our students to 
be equipped with an impressive list of skills and 
competencies for the future, ǿŜΩǾŜ been working to align our 
targets for each student, school plans for student success and 
the achievement vision of the District so that success 
becomes a reality for all our learners. This is captured in the 
achievement contract in a powerful way; the document can 
be viewed at www.sd6.bc.ca. One of our areas of focus is to 
build the capacity in our district for data driven decision 
making. We have found ways to make it efficient for school 
teams to look at information about individual students and 
groups of students, and use it to inform planning. School 
plans are about supporting students, and are reflected in the 
achievement contract goals of improved graduation rates, 
improved literacy K-12 and the closing of the aboriginal 
achievement gap. We have both successes to celebrate and 
challenges to overcome. But here at SD6, we are working 
together to improve the life chances of every student. Thanks 
for your support! 

 

Click to view a video clip of 
Superintendent Paul 

Carriere with a few words 
about achievement in our 

district. 

{ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
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Click to see our District Literacy Plan developed with our community partners 

Previous Goals: 
ÅGrade 7 male and Aboriginal students will continue to achieve at (or above) the level of all students as measured by the 

District SMART Write assessment. 
ÅDistrict Wide Reading assessment to be implemented and District baseline established by May 2011. 

ÅSuccesses: 

VGoal met: 93% of our Aboriginal students in grade 7 and 92% of our boys in grade 7 met expectations on the District Write  
compared to 94% for all students.  

VThe FSA results in Writing for Grades 4 and 7 and Reading for Grade 4 were close to the same for All and Aboriginal 
students 

VGoal met: We implemented PM Benchmarks as a district-wide reading assessment for grades 1 to 3 and have a established 
a primary baseline. The selection of an Intermediate reading assessment will occur this year.  

VWe updated our SMART Write protocol and reviewed it with teachers from each school; we provided release time for every 
Grade 1 to 8 teacher to mark in teams (anchor). This was done to re-establish standards and set a new baseline.  

Challenges: 
ÅThere is strong correlation between the completion of Grade 10 English with 60% or better on the provincial exam and 

graduation. This is especially true for Aboriginal students in SD 6.  There is a further link back to Grade 7 FSA results and 
Grade 4 FSA results. The drop in scores in Grade 4 FSA on Reading in 2010-2011 predicts a low future grad rate for this 
group. The individual targets for literacy set by schools for this same group also signal a need for intervention . 

Å  Nearly 1 in 4 students beginning the intermediate program this year were not reading at grade level as measured by PM 
benchmarks by the end of grade 3 last year. 

Current Goals and Targets: 
ÅGoal: Improve k-12 Literacy 
ÅTargets: Individual literacy target for each student, for achievement of grade level outcomes, lower grade level outcomes, 

or modified outcomes, were set and aggregated up to district targets for each grade cohort for 2011-2012. (Click to see 
targets for each cohort).  

Literacy 

http://142.26.176.123/achievement/
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Literacy  2010-2011 Snapshot  
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Literacy  Achievement Trend 



Completion Rates & Grade to Grade Transitions 

Previous Goals: 
ÅBy 2011 85% of all students, including 85% of Aboriginal students and 85% of male students will achieve 6 year    
  Dogwood completion.  
ÅBy 2011 70% of students with special needs will achieve 6 year Dogwood completion. 
ÅBy 2011 90% of all students will achieve transition from grade 11 to grade 12. 

ÅSuccesses: 

V Increase in 6 Yr. Grad rate from previous year. 

VSignificant jump in Aboriginal grad rates from last year. (Fluctuation due to small cohort  sample size is expected in our 
district).  

VTransition rates for Aboriginal students in all grades higher than previous year. 

VTrend: Aboriginal and All transition rates are nearly the same and in some cases higher for Aboriginal students. 

Challenges: 
ÅDrop in transition rates as move through secondary (Trend is 10-20% difference between rate in Grade 8 and 11) 
ÅNearly 20% of students in 6 Year Cohort do not graduate. 
ÅGap in grad rates between Aboriginal and All students still exists. 
 
Current Goals and Targets: 
ÅGoal: Increase the number of students graduating  
ÅTargets: Individual target for each secondary student, for graduation path of Dogwood or Evergreen diploma, aggregated up 

to district targets for each secondary cohort for 2011-2012. (Click to see targets for each cohort).  

http://142.26.176.123/achievement/


Completion Rates & Grade to Grade Transitions Results 



Aboriginal Achievement 

Previous Goals: These goals were embedded in other areas such as Literacy in the previous contract. 

Successes: 

VThe Grade 7 FSA results show little difference between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal students 

VOverall  marks for Aboriginal and All elementary students  are very similar 

VOur Aboriginal achievement rate is at or above the provincial average in essentially all measures 

VThe trend is that if our Aboriginal students complete grade 10 English on time with 60% or better on the provincial exam 
they have a very high (well above provincial average) chance of graduating 

VOur Aboriginal grad rate increased by 20% from the previous year. (Fluctuation due to small cohort  sample size is expected 
in our district).  

Challenges: 
ÅThere is still an achievement gap (trend is approximately 10% difference on average) between Aboriginal and All students in 

most measures 
ÅThe trend is that if our Aboriginal students do not complete grade 10 English on time with 60% or better on the provincial 

exam they have a low chance of graduating.  
ÅThere is a shift toward lower marks (fewer As and more Fs and Ws) for Aboriginal students at Secondary when compared to 

All students   
ÅThe 2010-2011 Grade 4 FSA results for Reading and Numeracy for Aboriginal students are  significantly lower than for All 

students 
ÅThe individual targets for meeting grade level outcomes for literacy  for Grade 5 this year are low 

Current Goals and Targets: 
ÅGoal: close the Aboriginal achievement gap 
ÅObjectives: increase the % of Aboriginal students in grades 8-12 on track for graduation, increase the % of Aboriginal 

students meeting expectations for Language Arts/English in k-12 
ÅTargets: % successfully meeting in objectives for goals 1 & 2 is same for all students and Aboriginal students by 2014 



Aboriginal Achievement Results 
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