POLICY 2350

Rocky Mountain
L 4

School District 86 RESEARCH IN SCHOOLS

POLICY:

The Board of Education recognizes that the value of sound research, both specific to educational
practice and having a more general impact on members of the Community, is worthwhile and
potentially beneficial to all involved. The Board also recognizes that the school structure and
environment provides a suitable opportunity by which to conduct such research. However, the
facilitation of such research studies must be in keeping with existing district standards and
responsibilities, and participation shall always remain voluntary.

Therefore, it is the Board's policy that:

The Board may approve research requests that are deemed to be sound in nature and that do not
negatively impact student learning, school operations, school climate, or members of the school
community.

In considering proposals to conduct research in Rocky Mountain schools, the Board will ensure that
the proposed research:

1. Furthers the goals of public education;
2. Is mutually beneficial to both the researcher and the school or district;
3. Seeks to contribute to a body of relevant knowledge; and
4. Is developmentally and age appropriate.
DEFINITIONS

“Research” shall be defined as data-based investigation involving individuals or groups of individuals
that adheres to the empirical principles of:

- systematic design and process;

- freedom from bias;

- structured analysis; and

- yielding interpretation consistent with findings.

Research activities shall include the use of tests or other forms of assessment, checklists, surveys or
guestionnaires, interviews, audio or video tapes, and observation when these are not part of classroom
instruction and evaluation.
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